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the greatest use and provide the greatest ben-
efit to the community.

As a supporter of both the Tasman and
BART projects since coming to Congress al-
most 4 years ago, it is gratifying to have my
colleagues recognize the value of these efforts
and support the funding necessary to make
them a reality.
f
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Mr. SKEEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
speak of the accomplishments of a fellow New
Mexican, rancher and a friend: Harriet Frances
Lee. Harriet, better known as Bita, will be
posthumously honored on this November 1,
1996, by being inducted into the National
Cowgirl Hall of Fame.

The National Cowgirl Hall of Fame is a cul-
tural and heritage museum which originated in
Hereford, TX, in 1975. Now located in the
heart of Fort Worth, this national hall of fame
was formed in order to immortalize the women
who embody the spirit of the West. From artist
to rancher, each year the National Cowgirl
Hall of Fame selects four women who have
significantly contributed to the heritage of the
West.

Last year alone, over 600 applicants were
considered for the four positions. Nominated
by a longtime family friend, Dr. Margaret Iden,
Bita was selected to join women already in-
ducted into the hall of fame; women such as
Sacajawea, Patsy Cline, Dale Evens, Annie
Oakley, and our fellow New Mexican, Georgia
O’Keeffe.

Along with biographies of fellow hall of fame
inductees, the museum includes historical and
personal mementos of the West and the
women who exemplified its strength.

Among Bita’s mementos in the museum
there may be a lasso, a tiny pair of boots and
spurs, or a piece of turquoise. All of these
items could be found on Bita at any time of
the day. She was tiny in stature, but could or-
ganize and work over 250,000 acres with the
force of someone twice her size.

A talented rider, Bita loved to rope and work
with palominos and quarter horses. Bita also
loved the sheep industry. The June marking of
the lambs and the April shearing events were
always important to Bita. She could be de-
scribed as salt of the Earth; never wanting for
frills or extravagance, loving and respective of
animals and her land. Bita often made her
own furniture, always liked working with her
hands, and was caring of her dogs, cats, or—
on occasion—raccoons.

Bita also took a great interest in family. A
fraternal twin, she and her brother, Harry—or
Bito—had worked side by side to help their
parents operate the ranch through drought
and economic hard times. Before and after her
brother’s untimely death, she took great inter-
est in her nephews, Floyd and Harry, and her
niece, Marron. Bita worked hard, helping them
understand the importance of ranching and
family. Furthermore, with Bita’s help, her
nephew Floyd learned how to ride and rope;
Harry learned to work with his hands; and,
Marron learned to appreciate poetry. In other

words, she helped guide a new generation of
Western ranchers.

Bita was a rancher from her birth in 1928,
to her death in 1991. Bita was college edu-
cated; she could fly a plane; she could ride a
horse with grace; she could rope the craftiest
of calves; she could write poetry with humor;
she could punch cattle; she could shear
sheep; and, she always remained a strong
and proud woman of New Mexico and the
West. I am happy to salute Bita in this man-
ner, and I am pleased to have recommended
her to membership in the National Cowgirl Hall
of Fame.
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Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, each year the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars of the United States
and its ladies auxiliary conduct the national
voice of democracy broadcast scriptwriting
contest. This past year more than 116,000
secondary school students participated in the
contest competing for the 54 national scholar-
ships totaling more than $118,000, which was
distributed among the winners. The patriotic
theme for this year’s contest was answering
America’s call.

I am proud to share with my colleagues the
winning script of Sherri Barrier, my constituent
from the 10th District of Virginia, the winner for
the State of Virginia. Sherri, a junior at Luray
High School, is the recipient of the $1,000
U.S.S. Battleship Maine Memorial Scholarship
Award for her winning essay. The daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Barrier, she plans a career
as a surgeon and was sponsored in the con-
test by VFW Post 621 in Luray, VA.

ANSWERING AMERICA’S CALL

Somebody, get the phone. If it’s Johnny,
tell him I’m not home. If it’s Elena, tell her
I’ll call her back. It’s my country? I’m wash-
ing my hair, can you take a message? It’s my
country? What was the message? Respon-
sibility. That’s all? Anything else? Respon-
sibility for myself, responsibility for others,
and responsibility for my country?

Responsibility for myself: What does per-
sonal responsibility mean? Well, I guess one
thing it could mean is to take responsibility
for my values. Good values are important.
My country relies on me to set standards for
myself, and to uphold them. Education is a
responsibility as well. I need to motivate
myself to reach my maximum scholastic po-
tential. Another is to set reachable goals
that I can strive to achieve. I’m responsible
for my future, and need to be all I can be.
Yes, I also have to assume the task of being
a leader, and not just a follower. My country
depends on me to serve as a role model for
others, and to possess certain leadership
qualities pertinent to being a good citizen.

Responsibility for others: What respon-
sibility for others do I have? Helping to pre-
vent violence is a definite responsibility. I’m
in charge of the way I act toward others.
This means I have to regulate my behavior
and need to help others use anger in a posi-
tive way before restoring to violence. I also
have to be sensitive to racial issues. ‘‘All
men are created equal,’’ the Declaration of
Independence states. It’s up to me to refrain
from discriminating against anyone, and to
keep peace in the society. I also need to be
aware of the drug problem in this country. I

can dissuade friends from the use of drugs
and show evident disgust with those who
take drugs. I can also project a great influ-
ence on my friends. I could help them by giv-
ing good advice and by raising my standards
in hope they will do the same.

Responsibility for my country: What re-
sponsibilities do I have for my country? Only
I can involve myself in the government. I am
able to do this by voting which gives me a
chance to express my opinion on candidates
and issues. Responsibility lies with me to be
informed about world issues affecting our
government. Building a better society is up
to every individual. Even though I am only
one person, I can convince others to accept
their responsibilities. Together, we can en-
sure that America has a bright future and
make this country an even better place to
live. Wow! I didn’t realize how much respon-
sibility America entrusts in me. Our country
depends on its youth to take responsibility
and answer America’s call.
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Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor and pay tribute to Southold Town Police
Chief Stanley Droskoski for his 32 years of
dedicated service to the people of Southold,
Long Island, NY.

It is with great sincerity that I ask my col-
leagues in the House of Representatives to
join me in congratulating Chief Droskoski on
his retirement from Southold’s police depart-
ment. This great Nation’s police forces are the
backbone in maintaining a civil society in
which to live and work, and safeguard us by
protecting ourselves and our property that we,
as a society, value so greatly. Our policemen
and women also serve as role models for our
youngsters, helping to instill in them a sense
of pride and respect for their town, county,
State and country. For Chief Droskoski, he
has proudly taken on these responsibilities
and turned them into personal accomplish-
ments.

Beginning 32 years of distinguished service
on May 30, 1964, Chief Droskoski steadily
moved up the ranks, serving first as a patrol
officer before becoming a detective, sergeant,
and then lieutenant. He took over the reins as
police chief on January 2, 1990, and served in
that capacity until his retirement became effec-
tive on May 31, 1996. Joining him to enjoy his
retirement is his wife of 40 years, Patricia, and
his three children, Mark, Cheryl, and Chrissie,
along with four grandchildren.

Too often, we take the services of our many
dedicated police officers for granted. Police
work is the type of employ where everyday
achievements often go unnoticed, and where
common mistakes seem highlighted. Chief
Droskoski has proven himself over the years
to be a man of honor and conviction by
spending most of his adult life serving the
public and aiding the development of this Na-
tion, by making the Southold community a bet-
ter place to live. Through his leadership and
his work ethic, Chief Droskoski has been a
positive influence on his department’s quest to
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